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the heartbreak of their families and 
their children, that that risk is very 
real. 

In our county, we have lost a total of 
24 officers, including, in recent years, 
St. Petersburg officers David Crawford, 
Jeffrey Yaslowitz, and Thomas 
Baitinger, each representing a precious 
loss of life while serving and protecting 
us. 

And yet we find ourselves today lis-
tening to some, a minority in our soci-
ety, who wish to give voice to those 
who undermine the very honor of law 
enforcement officers, who undermine 
the very sacrifice of our law enforce-
ment officers, and who undermine the 
very danger that these law enforce-
ment officers face each day. Instead, 
we should be rising to say ‘‘thank you’’ 
to the men and women of law enforce-
ment, ‘‘thank you’’ to the men and 
women in our communities who pro-
tect and defend us. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to do 
just that, to say ‘‘thank you.’’ Thank 
you to Officer Kondek of Tarpon 
Springs for his service, and thank you 
to his family for sharing him with a 
community that will forever remember 
his ultimate sacrifice. Thank you to 
the families of all fallen law enforce-
ment officers, and thank you to those 
who continue to serve each day. 

I want to thank our local law en-
forcement leadership in my hometown 
of Pinellas County: Pinellas County 
Sheriff Bob Gualtieri, Clearwater Po-
lice Chief Dan Slaughter, St. Peters-
burg Police Chief Anthony Holloway, 
Chief Terry Hughes of my hometown of 
Indian Shores, Belleair Police Chief 
Bill Sohl, Gulfport Police Chief Robert 
Vincent, Kenneth City Police Chief 
Kevin Matson, Largo Police Chief Jef-
frey Undestad, Pinellas Park Police 
Chief Dorene Thomas, Pinellas County 
Schools Police Chief Rick Stelljes, Tar-
pon Springs Police Chief Robert 
Kochen, Treasure Island Police Chief 
Tim Casey, and Chief David Hendry of 
the University of South Florida, St. 
Petersburg. 

I especially want to thank all mem-
bers of law enforcement in my home-
town and those throughout Pinellas 
County who get in their cars each day 
and walk the streets, respond to crime, 
investigate crimes and respond to dis-
turbances and ultimately protect us. I 
want to thank those I am privileged, 
within the law enforcement commu-
nity, to call friends, officers from the 
Clearwater police force: my dear friend 
Detective Jonathan Walser, Detective 
Michael Stonelake, Detective Chris-
topher Precious, Sergeant John Brown, 
Officer Bill Renfro, Lieutenant Juan 
Torres, and Lieutenant Richard Harris. 
And from the Pinellas County Sheriff’s 
Department, my friend, Sergeant Steve 
Wagner. 

Thank you to each of you. 
And I want to thank the Capitol Po-

lice officers who protect each of us here 
as Members of Congress and the thou-
sands of Capitol visitors each year that 
are protected from threats that at 

times can be tragically real. Thank 
you to all who serve, from Pinellas 
County, throughout the State of Flor-
ida, communities across the country, 
and right here in this very Chamber. 
Thank you for protecting us. Thank 
you for serving. Thank you to every 
law enforcement officer for your com-
mitment to duty, your service to your 
community, and your service to your 
fellow man. 

As my colleague, BRADLEY BYRNE 
said, blessed are those who would lay 
down their life for their brethren. That 
is the oath—to risk their life to protect 
others—that our law enforcement offi-
cers renew each day. 

Indeed, may our loving God richly 
bless each one of you who put on the 
uniform of law enforcement, and may 
God richly bless your families. May 
God’s loving hands protect and defend 
each of you every day of your service, 
just as you protect and defend each one 
of us. Please know that this Member of 
Congress and millions of people across 
the country, including those in 
Pinellas County and Florida’s 13th Dis-
trict, including communities through-
out our Nation, are forever grateful for 
the service of law enforcement officers, 
your service to your fellow man. So 
today, on behalf of millions of Ameri-
cans, I simply say to each of you serv-
ing as law enforcement officers, thank 
you. 

With that, I yield to a new colleague 
of mine from Texas, Mr. RATCLIFFE. 

Mr. RATCLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Florida for 
yielding me this time. 

This week, I was honored and grate-
ful to be able to vote for and help pass 
several bills that will improve the lives 
of so many hardworking Americans. 

Earlier today, I was proud to be an 
original cosponsor of H.R. 3, the Key-
stone XL Pipeline Act. I am grateful to 
be pushing this bill across the finish 
line because the Keystone runs through 
the Fourth Congressional District that 
I am privileged to represent. It is a 
long overdue, commonsense piece of 
legislation which will create good-pay-
ing jobs, will grow our economy, and 
will support more manufacturing and 
trade in this country. 

During its construction, it is esti-
mated that 42,000 jobs will be created 
by the Keystone, and it will put more 
than $2 billion in the pockets of Amer-
ican workers. 

b 1400 
To put this impact in perspective, 

those 42,000 jobs are 12,000 more than 
the unemployed population in the 
Fourth Congressional District of 
Texas. 

Unfortunately, President Obama has 
indicated that he will veto the Key-
stone if it passes both Houses. I hope 
that this is just an idle political threat 
because, if it is not, then the President 
is intentionally harming the middle 
class Americans that this great job cre-
ation bill is going to help. 

I hope and pray that our President 
won’t play politics with legislation 

that will provide opportunities to cre-
ate jobs for tens of thousands of Ameri-
cans to support their families. 

This week, I was also proud to be 
able to support H.R. 30, which changes 
the definition of a full-time employee 
from 30 hours a week to 40 hours a 
week under the perversely named Af-
fordable Care Act. 

ObamaCare’s 30-hour rule places an 
impossible burden on individuals and 
small businesses in my district and 
across this country, and I am glad to 
be able to help pass a bill which repeals 
a terrible provision from a terrible law. 

But I say we haven’t gone far enough. 
I know the people that I represent in 
east and north Texas won’t be satisfied 
until we repeal every provision of the 
Affordable Care Act. 

I was sent here to Washington to de-
liver results for the hardworking peo-
ple of north and east Texas, and these 
bills show that I am doing that, and it 
is what I intend to keep doing because, 
while these are great bills and I am 
proud that we passed them this week, 
it is just a start. 

We need more good bills to combat 
the President’s executive overreach; to 
restore fiscal sanity; to secure our bor-
ders; to repeal all of ObamaCare; and, 
most importantly, to defend our great 
Constitution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair. 

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers for this time. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Ms. MOORE (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of an un-
scheduled medical procedure. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled a bill 
of the House of the following title, 
which was thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 26. An act to extend the termination 
date of the Terrorism Insurance Program es-
tablished under the Terrorism Risk Insur-
ance Act of 2002, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 2 o’clock and 2 minutes p.m.), 
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until Monday, January 12, 2015, 
at noon for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 
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